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Notice 

GM Vent Tube 

 
 
 The vent tube exit on the GM 14-10.5, 14-9.5, 10-8.5 is located on the outside of 
the carrier bearing in a groove. When the oil gets up in the axle tube the bearing acts like 
a pump and in some cases will push oil out of the vent tube. It is very important to have 
oil in the axle tube. Low level should be the inside bottom of axle tube, high should be 
the bottom of axle. These levels are marked on the dipstick. This insures oil to the wheel 
bearings and wheel seals also adds more oil to the gear box which extends the life of  the 
differential. There is two ways to fix this problem. The easy way is to get a new hose and 
route it safely up as high as possible and let the end hang down about 6 in. (over the gas 
fill tube)  About 4 to 6 in. from the top install a in line gas filter. This will let you run the 
oil in the high range. If it should still be a problem drain out about 1/2 quart and try that if 
it is ok you have fixed it.  
 
 The best fix is to relocate the vent tube to the top of the axle tube about 6 to 10 in. 
out from the stock location. Drill a 7/16 DIA hole and tape it with a 1/4 pipe tape. Install 
a Steel Hose Nipple1/4 pipe Thread with a 5/16 barred house end.  You can do it your 
self or it should be done by a good shop. This is the way Dana and Ford builds there axles 
and they have had no blow by trouble. 


